
C W P  2 0 2 5  N E W S L E T T E R

Image: Neart na Gaoithe wind farm – which is gaelic/Irish for ‘Strength of the Wind’ – is located off the east coast of Scotland. Photo: EDF Power Solutions UK and Ireland, and ESB.
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Small Footprint, DEEP BENEFITS
Codling Wind Park will power nearly half of all Ireland’s homes but only take up a fraction of Ireland’s marine area

1.2m homes  
powered by clean, Irish energy 

1.7m
tonnes of CO2 eq 
displaced every year

26% 
Codling Wind Park alone will meet a quarter of 
Ireland's 5GW offshore wind energy targets 

This is the equivalent of cancelling 
approximately 6.8 million one-way flights 

from Dublin to New York

That’s nearly half of all Ireland’s homes 

0.003%  
of our 125km2 site 
will be occupied by 
wind turbines

     1.3GW installed  ca
pacity

6.8m one-way flights

13-22km  
The site is the furthest 
away from shore of all 
Phase One projects

60-75 
turbines at a max 
height of 313m

0.015%   
This is how tiny the site area 
is compared to Ireland’s total 
marine area of 880,000km2

26%
+

BENEFITS

Irish energy 
independence

Stabilise 
energy costs

Supports Irish jobs 
and economy
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“National projects at the  
scale of ours require  

a national effort to make  
them happen.”

WELCOME TO  
OUR NEWSLETTER

> Scott Sutherland
 Project Director

A chara,
It has been another busy year for Ireland’s 
flagship offshore renewable energy project. 

As a general note, the project is on track to 
deliver 1.3 GW of clean renewable energy 
(approximately one fifth of current national daily 
demand) into the Irish grid, which will generate 
significant benefits for the Irish economy and 
environment. Once in construction we will also 
begin to provide a community benefit fund of up 
to €200 million to local communities near the 
project. 

On the planning front, in August we received 
a detailed request for further information 
from An Coimisiún Pleanála (ACP), requesting 
further clarification or explanation on certain 
topics relevant to the planning application. 
This is not surprising given the complexity of 
the development and the fact that no offshore 
development has happened in Ireland since 
2004. We have had good engagement from ACP 
which should be commended for their new and 
positive approach to engagement generally. We 
are working through the request with a view to 
reverting to the commission with the information 
in the coming months.

Apart from the new approach to engagement 
from ACP, the year has seen a number of other 
positive developments in the offshore renewable 
energy sector in Ireland. The Government 
announced the establishment of an Offshore 

Wind Energy Clearing House with the purpose 
to clear logjams and ensure delivery of a strong 
offshore renewable energy sector. In November, 
the Government’s second offshore renewable 
auction saw a keen interest in developing a new 
project, this time off the Waterford coast.

The project is in ongoing engagement with 
fishermen in the area and with national 
stakeholders through the ORE Seafood working 
group. The purpose of all these engagements is 
to help put in place a system of co-existence that 
works for fishers and supports national climate 
and energy policies. 

We are also progressing a range of procurement, 
grid and land development matters through 
engagement with key local and national 
stakeholders. National projects at the scale 
of ours require a national effort to make them 
happen. We are continually appreciative of 
everyone’s support to ensuring that Codling gets 
delivered. 

We have been busy meeting with individuals, 
groups and representatives of local communities 
in Wicklow and Dublin. One of our biggest events, 
the Youth Climate Conference, in association with 
Wicklow County Council, took place in Wicklow 
town on 25 November. This year we partnered 
with Educate Together Secondary School 
Wicklow, and it was a superb event focused on 
the climate crisis and how we as a community 
can play our part in solving it. We are also 

continually holding information events with local 
organisations so if you would like us to organise 
a briefing for a group in the area, please let us 
know. 

You will no doubt see more news from us in the 
local papers or you can follow us on LinkedIn to 
stay up to speed on our latest news and updates.

Thank you for your continued support.

Scott Sutherland

Project Director, Codling Wind Park

Email us at contact@codlingwindpark.ie

Scott Sutherland
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2.	 What’s Happening on the Project

some of the technical challenges the project 
has faced covering everything from turbine 
foundations to the offshore substation to 
onshore works at Poolbeg where the power 
cables will come ashore and connect to the 
national grid. Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County 
Council, Cllr. Melanie Corrigan said: “Wicklow 
County Council is committed to staff learning 
and development. Part of this process includes 
holding Continuous Professional Development 
(CPD) events, which are of enormous value 
in supporting staff development.” For more 
information on the engineering challenges and 
innovative solutions used by Codling Wind Park, 
see our Engineering Manager Ed Sly’s article on 
our Website. 

Engineering CPD Workshop 
with Wicklow County Council
In June, our Engineering Team hosted a 
workshop for Wicklow County Council at 
their offices showcasing the engineering 
and technical challenges involved in offshore 
construction. The workshop covered a range 
of topics from the turbine foundations to 
the offshore substation, and the onshore 
works at Poolbeg where the power cables 
will connect to the national grid. A group of 
40 employees, consisting of mostly planners 
and engineers from the council attended 
the workshop which took place at the WCC 
offices in Wicklow Town. During the workshop 
the Codling Team provided an overview of 

Spring & Summer Engagement 
Campaign for Local 
Communities
The Codling Wind Park stakeholder engagement 
team delivered a successful engagement 
campaign in the Spring and Summer to keep 
local communities informed on the project 
progress and support any questions. At the 
launch Pat Sammon, External Affairs Manager 
at Codling Wind Park said “We have opened up 
the invitation to all groups in our communities 
who want to know more about the project and 
the €200 million Codling Wind Park Community 
Benefit Fund. We will visit your club house or 
community centre and share information on the 
project and let you experience offshore wind 
through virtual reality.”

The successful campaign engaged with over 50 
local groups, clubs and committees throughout 
Wicklow and Sandymount. All participants 
were keen to learn about the Codling Wind 

Park Community Benefit Fund (CBF) of up to 
€200m which will be established fund local 
community-based projects. The aim of the fund, 
which will be administered by an experienced 
and independent fund administrator, is to deliver 
economic, environmental, social, and cultural 
benefits to local community groups over a 
twenty-year period. This €10m per year fund, 
one of the biggest anywhere in the world, will 
become available after the project has received 
planning and begun construction. The project 
communicated to community groups to consider 
what projects or initiatives they would like to 
benefit from the fund. Some of the groups who 
availed of the project briefings included Delgany 
Golf Club, Greystones Family Resource Centre, 
Wicklow Rugby Club, Sandymount Community 
Centre and the Fair Play Cafe in Ringsed. The 
project like to thank all the groups who engaged 
with the team and welcome any further project 
briefing requests.

Next Steps
Planning 

Determination and 
Appeals Process

1

2 4

53

Fabrication,
Installation,

Commissioning

Final Investment
Decision &

Financial Close

Project 
Procurement

Planning
Consent
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French and Norwegian 
Ambassadors to Ireland visit 
Codling Wind Park 
The Codling Wind Park team and our 
Shareholders EDF power solutions and 
Fred. Olsen Seawind welcomed the French 
Ambassador Céline Place and the Norwegian 
Ambassador to Ireland Aslak Brun to the 
Dublin office in October. Our Project Director 
Scott Sutherland gave a presentation to the 
Ambassadors outlining how Codling Wind 
Park submitted its planning application to 
An Coimisiún Pleanála in September 2024 
and confirmed that it received a Request for 
Further Information (RFI) in early August on 
certain topics relevant to the environmental 
documentation submitted with the planning 
application. He said the project team was 
working through the request and will be collating 
its response to it in the coming months. He also 
confirmed that the project was progressing a 
range of procurement, grid and land development 
matters through engagement with key local and 
national stakeholders. 

The French ambassador Céline Place said the 
Codling Wind Project is a strategic project for 
Ireland and for European energy sovereignty.

“It is a great example of European partnership, 
at EU level and beyond. EDF has proved its 
expertise in such projects in France and globally: 
I am proud to see our best companies being 

Presentation to MEP’s  
in Brussels 
In February, members of the Codling Team had 
a very productive trip to Brussels to meet with 
MEPs from a range of political parties. Thanks to 
Barry Andrews MEP, Billy Kelleher MEP, Cynthia 
Ní Mhurchú MEP, Barry Cowen MEP and Seán 
Kelly MEP for taking the time to engage with 
the Codling team. There were a lot of questions 
about the project and the positive contribution it 
will make towards climate targets in Ireland and 
Europe as well as the benefits for communities 
in Wicklow and Dublin. The team also talked 
about the importance of the Phase One projects 
in building the foundations for Ireland’s offshore 
wind industry, and the benefits this will have for 
local economies in Wicklow and Dublin.

committed in Ireland, with almost 10% of Irish 
energy capacity built with support of French 
companies. French Irish energy infrastructure 
cooperation is often viewed as being limited to 
the Celtic Interconnector, but it is already alive 
today” she said.

The Norwegian Ambassador to Ireland Aslak 
Brun said, “I am delighted to see once again how 
central Norwegian companies are in Ireland’s 
energy transition. Fred. Olsen’s partnership 
with EDF in Codling will prove a cornerstone in 
Ireland’s offshore wind development.”

Scott presented both Ambassadors with a token 
of appreciation for their strong support for the 
project, a unique piece of 5,600 year old Irish bog 
oak representing strength and endurance.

Wind Europe 2025 
Copenhagen 
The Codling team had a productive few days 
at the Wind Europe in April where they joined 
with the Fred. Olsen Seawind team for a very 
productive meeting with representatives of 
the Irish Government. They discussed the 
importance of industry and government 
collaboration to deliver Phase 1 offshore wind 
projects to provide secure renewable energy for 
Irish consumers.
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3.	 Codling Wind Park, Part of the Community
In 2025, Codling Wind Park continued to support local communities across Wicklow ad Dublin. Here is a selection of some of the local events, 
clubs, societies and community groups who benefited from our sponsorship. Please visit our website and complete our sponsorship form for 2026. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sandymount 
Community 
Centre: We were 
delighted to 
support the annual 
Summer Party 
at Sandymount 
Community 
Centre with a 
donation that paid 
for 100 visitors 
including newly 
arrived Palestinian 
refugees and a 
group from St. 
Mary’s House, as 
well as volunteers 
from the centre.

Wicklow Bay Sea 
Angling: Wicklow 
is a haven for 
offshore sea 
angling, with 
a wide range 
of diverse fish 
species including 
tope, ray, smooth-
hound, spur dog, 
and bull-huss. Our 
local anglers also 
play an important 
role in monitoring 
how our sea and 
its biodiversity 
is changing over 
time. Codling 
was delighted to 
be sponsoring 
Wicklow Bay Sea 
Angling’s annual 
competitions for 
another year.

Wicklow Regatta 
Festival: The 
Wicklow Regatta 
Festival is steeped 
in tradition and 
was first staged 
nearly 150 years 
ago. This annual 
celebration 
encompasses 
everything from 
sporting, art, 
heritage and 
community events 
and we’re proud to 
support them as 
their main sponsor 
for 2025.

Irish Nautical 
Trust: Our 
sponsorship 
with the Irish 
Nautical Trust 
funded maritime 
skills training 
programmes for 
young adults 
and early school 
leavers at 
Ringsend College.

Greystones Town 
Team: We’re 
proud to be the 
commercial 
sponsor for 
Greystones’ 
favourite summer 
tradition, Picnic 
in the Park. We 
also supported the 
St Patricks Day 
celebration and the 
Christmas Lights 
in Greystones.

Wicklow Pride: 
We were proud 
sponsors of 
Wicklow Pride 
again this year, 
organised by many 
local volunteers, 
and we’re proud 
to continue to 
champion gender 
equality through 
our sponsorship.

St Pat’s GAA: 
St Patrick’s GAA 
Club in Wicklow 
Town is a pivotal 
part of the local 
community, 
bringing together 
players of all ages 
and abilities. It’s 
why we’re proud 
to sponsor club 
activities, like 
their Family Fun 
Day especially as 
this event was 
part of a bigger 
fundraiser to help 
the club develop 
new pitches 
and state-of-art 
training facilities 
on Greenhill Road.

Wicklow Rugby 
Club: This year 
we sponsored 
Wicklow RFC’s 
senior Women’s 
team who were 
promotes to the 
Energia All Ireland 
League for the first 
time in the Club’s 
history.

Sporting 
Greystones is 
a progressive 
children’s 
soccer club and 
community-
focused 
organisation 
dedicated 
to fostering 
teamwork, skill 
development, 
and inclusivity 
among local youth. 
We were proud 
sponsor of jerseys 
for two girls 
teams this year 
and look forward 
to continuing our 
partnership with 
the great club.

East Coast 
Samaritans: East 
Coast Samaritans 
is run by a 
dedicated team of 
volunteers. They 
offer emotional 
support by phone 
and email to 
anyone that needs 
it when they are 
going through 
a difficult time. 
Samaritans can 
be contacted, 
free phone: 116 
123 or email jo@
samaritans.ie 
anytime of the day 
or night.
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Wicklow Town and District  
Business Awards 2025 
Codling Wind Park were proud sponsors for the third year 
of the Wicklow Town and District Chamber of Commerce 
Business Awards held recently at the Parkview Hotel in 
Newtownmountkennedy. Local business owners, community 
groups and guests celebrated the work being carried out 
across a variety of sectors in the town and surrounding 
district. The awards recognised excellence across a wide 
range of sectors, including retail, hospitality, digital innovation, 
sustainability, start-ups, professional services and community 
impact. Codling also sponsored the Best Sustainability, 
Governance and Environmental Award which was accepted by 
Chamber president Anna Thornton on behalf of AlphaMarine.

Wicklow Sea Swimming Club
Promoting swimming and water safety in Wicklow for generations

For over 75 years, Wicklow Swimming Club has been at the forefront of sea swimming and water 
safety in Wicklow Town. Having grown from humble beginnings, it is now one of Ireland’s largest and 
most successful swimming clubs, with a strong focus on community and emphasis on promoting 
sport for all. The Club is, traditionally, a Sea Swimming club with races taking place in Wicklow 
Harbour, the picturesque Wicklow Bay, and the Vartry river which enters the sea at Wicklow Harbour. 
WSC has produced many fine swimmers over the years and continues to grow from strength to 
strength. Codling Wind Park is very proud to provide sponsorship to keep the swimming and water 
safety community growing in Wicklow.

Continued partnership with 
Wicklow Hospice 
We at Codling Wind Park were proud to sponsor 
this year’s Glen to Glen Remembrance Hike a 
beautiful and meaningful tradition organised 
by Wicklow Hospice. The 2025 hike took place 
on in October and followed the scenic looped 
routes through the Glendasan and Glendalough 
valleys offering a chance to remember loved 
ones while supporting local hospice care. For 
us at Codling Wind Park, supporting Glen to 
Glen is more than sponsorship, it’s a chance to 
stand with our community, honour loved ones, 
and help ensure Wicklow Hospice continues 

its incredible work providing care and comfort 
where it’s needed most. We hope to see many 
of you lacing up your boots for this wonderful 
cause.

Special thanks to Susie Cunningham, 
Partnerships & Philanthropy, Fundraising 
Manager and Allison Ryder, Fundraising, 
Events and Campaigns Coordinator for all the 
wonderful with they do for Wicklow Hospice.

Featured Sponsorships 
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4.		 Third successful year  
			   of our Youth Climate  
			   Conference in Wicklow 

Wicklow’s young people came together in 
November for the third annual “Our Climate, 
Our Future” youth climate conference. The 
Codling Wind Park event was hosted by 
Educate Together Secondary School Wicklow 
(ETSSW) in partnership with Wicklow County 
Council. Over 250 students from schools 
across the county filled the Assembly Hall to 
hear speakers, share ideas, and talk honestly 
about what really matters when it comes to 
climate action.

There were plenty of inspiring speakers too, 
including climate journalist John Gibbons, 
biodiversity expert Dr Jim Carolan, and Ireland’s 
Climate Youth Delegate Seán Dillon, who shared 
what it’s like representing young Irish voices on 
the world stage at COP30.

A highlight came from ETSSW student Ava 
Mulhall, who presented her own research into 
Wicklow’s transport challenges, from rising traffic 
to coastal erosion threatening rail lines. Her 

One of the standout moments of the day was a 
county-wide student survey and the message 
was loud and clear, better public transport is 
the number-one thing young people want to 
see improved. A solid 58% of students said 
it’s the biggest issue holding Wicklow back 
environmentally. Students also called for more 
renewable energy, better waste management, 
and climate education in schools.

message? Wicklow badly needs a proper, modern 
transport plan, more trains, and more frequent 
buses, and the room definitely agreed.

The conference also celebrated the growing 
number of students studying the new Climate 
Action and Sustainable Development (CASD) 
Leaving Cert subject, with ETSSW being one of 
the largest groups in the country to take it on.
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Elizabeth McCann

Liz is Head of Legal and a 
member of our Executive 
Team at Codling Wind Park. 
Read our Q&A with Liz where 
she shares her renewables 
journey.

Q. What’s been your journey into the renewable 
energy sector?

I started out as a corporate lawyer, and it just so 
happened that some of our bigger clients were in 
the mining and exploration industries, which gave 
me my first exposure to the energy sector. What 
sparked my interest in renewables, however, was 
my husband. When we met 15 years ago, he was 
working in wind energy, and I found the area so 
interesting. This led me to join the Commercial 
and Renewables team at McDowell Purcell 
(now Fieldfisher), where I got my first hands-
on experience in the sector. A few years later, I 
moved to Matheson to join their Energy team.

I always hoped to build up a foundation of 
experience before moving in-house, and then the 
opportunity to join the Codling Wind Park team 
came up, and it’s been an incredible journey. I 
love being part of the project team. We’re lucky 
to have colleagues from France, Norway, the 
UK, Denmark, and beyond, bringing invaluable 
offshore experience. It has been key for us as a 
project to marry that experience with the Irish 
experience locally, making sure it works from an 
Irish planning and regulatory perspective.

For me, it’s all about the successful delivery of 
the project, which is incredibly motivating. While 
members of the team might work on completely 

projects, development companies and the 
regulatory bodies. 

Q. What advice would you give to young women 
looking to enter the renewable sector or legal 
profession?

My advice would be to embrace every 
opportunity to learn and grow, even if it feels 
outside your comfort zone. Both the renewable 
sector and the legal profession offer great 
opportunities, but they require resilience and 
determination. Seek out mentors, build your 
network, and don’t be afraid to speak up or ask 
questions. It’s really important to trust in your 
abilities, even if you sometimes feel that those 
around you know more. Stay focused and keep 
pushing forward.

Ed Sly: Engineering 
challenges in building 
Ireland’s largest offshore 
wind farm

Ed, Codling Wind Park’s 
Engineering Manager, is 
a chartered engineer and 

project manager. He has been with the project 
for over four and a half years and in that time 
the project has secured an ORESS contract, 
submitted its planning application and completed 
multiple engineering design and work scopes. 
Read Ed’s article on some of the engineering 
focused challenges to deliver Codling Wind Park.

Codling Wind Park, set to be Ireland’s largest 
ever energy project is moving steadily through 
development, and the scale of what’s planned 
is pretty incredible. When it’s up and running, it 
will power around 1.2 million Irish homes every 
year, helping Ireland hit its climate goals and 
improve energy security with clean, home-grown 
electricity. The project sits about 13–22km off 
the Wicklow coast and will generate up to 1,300 

5.	 Meet the Team

different aspects of the project, we all have a 
shared end goal of delivering Codling. As an 
Irish person, the project means even more, as 
Codling will deliver so much for Ireland and the 
environment.

Q. The offshore wind industry in Ireland is still 
nascent – does it excite you to be working in a 
sector where there’s the possibility of rethinking 
everything from scratch, including gender 
diversity?

Being one of first offshore wind projects 
in Ireland comes with a certain degree of 
responsibility and an opportunity to do things 
better.

It can make life challenging, the evolving policy 
and regulatory regime can be tricky. We are 
constantly trying to think five steps ahead, what 
impact will this policy or legal amendment 
actually mean in practice for the project and 
the wider industry. The government have made 
significant progress in terms of promoting 
offshore wind in recent years but there remains 
a lot of work to do to deliver the Phase 1 
projects. We can’t just copy and paste from other 
jurisdictions and think it will work here. That said 
it is really useful to look at what has worked and 
what hasn’t and apply some of those lessons 
here.

Being a Phase1 project is also an opportunity 
for us to shape the industry, upskill and prepare 
future generations for a sector that will be 
here for decades to come. Making sure that 
women play a role in the industry is a vital part 
of this, and progress is being made. You see it 
at offshore conferences now in Ireland. Where 
previously events were male dominated now you 
see women in positions of leadership across 

megawatts of offshore renewable energy. That’s 
more than a quarter of Ireland’s 2030 offshore 
wind target, all from one project.

But building something this big isn’t simple. As 
Codling’s engineering manager Ed Sly explains, 
offshore wind farms have to deal with everything 
from complex engineering and environmental 
protection to global supply-chain pressures 
and the challenge of designing equipment 
that’s still evolving. Even the seabed itself isn’t 
straightforward, the site sits on layers of ground 
shaped during the Ice Age, meaning the team 
has to carefully study and model the soil before 
installing the foundations that hold the turbines in 
place.

A lot of work also goes into making sure the wind 
farm fits well in its surroundings, from protecting 
birds and marine life to ensuring search-and-
rescue access and planning how turbines are 
spaced out for the best energy yield.

Despite all the challenges, the benefits are huge; 
clean energy, lower carbon emissions, major 
investment in the local and national economy, 
over 1,000 construction jobs, long-term local 
roles, and a community benefit fund of up to 
€200 million.

In short, Codling Wind Park is a once-in-a-
generation project, and hugely important for 
Ireland’s energy future.

Read Ed’s full article recently published in 
Engineers Ireland journal on our website.

To deliver Ireland’s largest Phase 1 offshore wind project would not be possible without the efforts 
of an amazing team at Codling Wind Park. Hear from Elizabeth McCann, Head of Legal and Ed Sly, 
Engineering Manager who deliver some of the critical roles on the project. For the full interviews and 
an introduction to more members of the team please visit our website.
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6.		 Getting in Touch 

Through everything we do 
on the Codling Wind Park 
project, our ambition is not 
only to develop a project which 
Ireland can be proud of, but 
to go even further and help 
create the right conditions for 
the development of a strong 
and sustainable offshore wind 
industry in Ireland. An industry 
that will bring benefits to the 
country and environment for 
generations  
to come. 

Listening to and engaging 
with the public and all our 
stakeholders is an important 
part of this. 

Please get in touch with us to 
ask questions, provide feedback 
or even just to stay in touch as 
our plans develop.

General enquiries
Email us at  
contact@codlingwindpark.ie

Postal address 
Five South County 
2nd Floor 
South County Business Park 
Leopardstown 
Dublin 
D18 H5H9

 
 

Pat Sammon
External Affairs Manager
pat.sammon@codlingwindpark.ie

Pamela McCann 
Communications Projects Manager
pamela.mccann@codlingwindpark.ie

Courtney French
Fisheries Engagement Manager
courtney.french@codlingwindpark.ie
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